A mixture of 60% dehydrated alfalfa crumbles and 40% dry rolled sorghum grain was fed ad lib to calves 30 days before weaning. The calves ate an average of 2.6 lbs. per day and gained 0.32 lbs more per day average during the 30 days than calves receiving no supplemental feed. During the next 30 days all calves received the ration ad lib. Calves continuing on the ration gained 0.48 lbs. more per day average than those that had received no supplement before weaning.
The c a l v e s a t e an a v e r a g e o f 2 . 6 l b s . p e r day and g a i n e d 0 . 3 2 l b s . more p e r day a v e r a g e d u r i n g t h e 30 d a y s t h a n c a l v e s r e c e i v i n g n o s u p p l e m e n t a l f e e d . D u r i n g t h e n e x t 30 d a y s a l l c a l v e s r e c e i v e d t h e r a t i o n ad l i b .
C a l v e s c o n t i n u i n g on t h e r a t i o n g a i n e d 0 . 4 8 l b s . more p e r day a v e r a g e t h a n t h o s e t h a t h a d r e c e i v e d n o s u p p l e m e n t b e f o r e w e a n i n g . W e i g h t s w e r e t a k e n a t t h e s t a r t of t h e t r i a l , w e a n i n g , and 3 0 d a y s a f t e r w e a n i n g .
Results and Discussion
The f i r s t 30 d a y s o f t h e t r i a l ( j u s t b e f o r e w e a n i n g ) Group A a t e 2.60 l b s . ( a v e r a g e ) o f t h e c r e e p r a t i o n p e r h e a d p e r d a y .
The n e x t 3 0 d a y s ( a f t e r w e a n i n g ) Group A a v e r a g e d 1 1 . The d i f f e r e n c e i n g a i n s was l a r g e t h e 3 0 d a y s i n d r y l o t a f t e r w e a n i n g . C a l v e s i n Group A g a i n e d an average of 26.1 lbs per head (0.92 lbs. ADG); those in Group B, an average of 13.2 lbs. per head (0.44 lbs ADG).
Gains in the first 30 days did not differ significantly but gains for Group A were significantly (P .05) higher for both the 30 days in the drylot and the entire 60-day period.
